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APRIL 

11th - BMFC Evening 
Indoor chuck glider event  

20th - Barton Racing 
BGY/OGY/F2C-N  

27th - Barton Racing 
Barton B/Classic 15  

MAY 

4th - Barton Racing 
BGY/OGY/MGY  

9th - BMFC Evening 
Meet on the airfield and fly  

16th - Barton Field Day 
Preparation of BASH site 

17-18th - Barton BASH 
Events as advertised  

JUN 

1st - Barton Racing 
BGY/OGY/MGY  

22nd - BMFA Central’d 
Speed/F2B & Class 2  

28th - Barton Fun-Fly 
Camping/Dave Roberts’ BBQ  

29th - Barton Racing 
BGY/OGY/MGY  

Real champion! A parade of our very own at Barton in February, 
2008. This photo by Ken Morrisey is part of the publicity material for 
the forthcoming CL World Cup meeting at Barton in September   
(which will be the first ever to be held in the UK). Pictured with their 
models are: [left] Mike Whillance (F2D), [centre rear] Ray Lloyd (F2B),
[right] Malcolm Ross (F2C), [centre foreground] Gordon Isles (F2A).  
 

APR 08  
News from 

Barton MFC 
Lancashire Aero Club 
Model Aero Engineers 

 

What’s coming 
up next at 

BARTON? 

 Benjamin Franklin 
said the definition 
of insanity is doing 

the same thing over 
and over and 

expecting different 
results... IMPORTANT! 

All intending organisers of 
events on the Barton circles 
must check availability of 

dates beforehand with 
Ray Lloyd 

Tel: 01706 212184 or Email: 
Raman.lloyd@homecall.co.uk 

ROAD REOPENED! 
The road closure outside 
“The Brown Cow” has ended 
and Worsley Road has been 
re-opened to traffic - just in 
time for Friday’s clubnight! 



 

Club News 
APRIL CLUB NIGHT 
With summer flying evenings nigh, this will be the last 
of the winter sessions at “The Brown Cow” and so Len 
Morrall will be arranging an indoor chuck glider 
competition to keep you on your toes… literally 
perhaps. Each would-be contestant will be provided 
with a  12”x3” piece of Len’s craftsman-grade 1/32” 
balsa from which to construct a hand-launched flying 
machine worthy of Barton MFC. [Whether or not there will 
be a “nominal” charge made for this munificence, your guess is as 
good as mine!—Ed.]. Len’s instructions are that you should 
bring along your own cutting board, knives, glue,  
implements, plasticene, first aid kit etc. 
JUNE BARBECUE 
Dave Roberts is planning a “fly for fun” day at Barton 
on Saturday 28th June that will be rounded off by a 
barbecue (starting at 6 pm). This is the day before a 
Barton Goodyear Racing Sunday and the idea is to 
make a weekend of it where every sort of CL flying may 
take place… “and just for the fun of it!”  
Everyone is welcome to attend, including non-
members, and the site will be open for overnight 
camping/caravanning on the Saturday evening. 
However, it is most important that anyone wishing to 
participate in the Saturday barbecue—for which there 
will be a charge of £5 per head (but BYO booze which 
will not be provided!) - should let Dave know no later 
than 21st June (telephone 01978 855466). Payment in 
advance is not essential but, as this is planned to be 
something more than a “run of the mill” BBQ, please be 
aware that Dave will be personally out of pocket if you 
let him down!  Hurry! Join in!  
THE BARTON VAMPIRE 
Relax, this has nothing to do with raffle collections… 
By the time you read this the old silver DH Vampire 
wings and undercarriage, which for years have lain 
forlorn in the corner of the Barton Circles site, will have 
been removed (along with the fuselage nacelle that was 
on the airfield proper) to Hooton Park for restoration. 
2008 BMFA NATIONALS Open Goodyear 
Jo Halman, Secretary of the BMFA Control Line 
Technical Committee (CLTC) wrote to Barton MFC 
Chairman Lawrence Court on 7th March as follows: 

“Further to my letter of 29th October, I am writing to tell 
you that at the CLTC meeting on 16th February the CL classes to be 
held at the 2008 British National Championships were discussed. 

“Given the support that Open Goodyear Team Racing had 
during 2007, the CLTC was pleased to include this class in the 
Team Racing classes at the Nationals. If it is well-supported at the 
Nationals this year then it will be included again in the 2009 
Nationals. If it attracts few entries then its future as a Nationals 
class will have to be re-assessed by the Committee. 

“We hope that you will continue to support Open Goodyear 
and that it will take its place alongside the other Team Racing 
events at the Nationals in the future.” 

Novo News 
NORTH EAST COMMENT from Mike Crossman 
Major News Story… Dave Robson is building a model! 
Rumour has it that there is an OGY on the go that 
hopefully will weigh less than the maximum. Might he 
be tempted to start the Nelson without the use of an 
electric starter (or Tony Eifflaender)? Watch this space. 

Paul McPeake is also generating sawdust—a clutch of 
’original designs’ are either in the making or the ink is 
drying on the plans and there is renewed vigour in the 
McPeake workshop… a small space still  exists on the 
trophy shelf. 

The Open Goodyear and Barton Glow Rat days have 
certainly got activity started and the strength of feeling 
regarding the “no events” situation with the BMFA has 
prompted a suggestion that the Novos may just 
sponsor a further Rat Day later in the season… if 
Barton MFC can slip it in somewhere? 

Albemarle Barracks... ‘Tis a horrid surface now! It 
seems the 17 year-olds that stand in the gatehouse with 
sub-machine guns also drive tanks on our runways—
quite scandalous considering the need to conserve 
hydrocarbons. The cricket green is, of course, 
unblemished and is soft enough to allow the occasional 
combat bout to be flown. Maybe there should be a 
“one-final-fling competition” up there soon… but will 
the usual participants at Barton actually travel the 170 
miles in the opposite direction to attend? 

Competition Calendar chaos? It is with dismay that I 
have been perusing the 2008 season’s competition 
calendar and, although I applaud Barton MFC for 
including F2C-N with the popular and well supported 
Goodyear events, is it actually likely to provide any 
logical progression into F2C for those young enough to 
be interested in that discipline?  

Last year there were several F2C-N comps alongside 
the Centralised F2C meets that allowed the likes of me 
to attend, watch, learn and dream of the opportunity to 
compete—but, even more importantly, to have on hand 
an experienced pilot to assist. (Thanks, Dave Holmes!). 
In 2008, there will be only a few such joint 
competitions, which will prevent the small group of 
NE-based flyers venturing together to comps when the 
disciplines are located at conflicting venues. 

In a sport that “needs new blood” there will be VTR (a 
great discipline in itself but with its exponents largely 
uninterested in F2C-N) staged at various venues miles 
away from the international class. Those windy 
airfields will be even more empty and there will be no 
interchange of enthusiasm from the likes of Bernie, 
Gordon, Taffy etc. (Party in a brewery springing to 
mind?). How about the BMFA and BMFC getting 
together before announcing the competition dates? MC 
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More information about 

TEXAS QUICKIE RAT RULES 
Reprinted from the National Control Line 

 Association’s web pages ‘NCLRA Quickie Rat’ 

1. OBJECTIVE: 
To provide a racing event that may easily be flown 
“three up” and which employs relatively inexpen-
sive and easily constructed control line racing mod-
els. To encourage and promote the success of the 
“average” control line flyers in control line racing 
competition. 

2. GENERAL: 
a. Applicability: All rules from the Unified Control 

Line Racing Rules  apply to this event except as 
modified, appended or specified here. 

b. Maintenance: It is imperative that the perform-
ance level of this event be maintained such that it 
is always possible to safely race “three up” on 
stranded lines. If at any time it is felt that the 
event must be changed from the three up format 
for safety concerns or that solid lines are re-
quired, then the event rules should be immedi-
ately modified in order to reduce the aircraft 
performance level. It is recommended that this 
event be reviewed by the National Control Line 
Racing Association on a yearly basis. As a guide-
line, if nominal speeds surpass 105 mph (17.14 
secs/7 laps) then the allowable venturi (part 4.7.1 
hereafter) should be reduced by .010”. The sport 
of three up control line racing should be pre-
served at all costs even if individual equipment 
is temporarily obsolete. 

3. MODEL SPECIFICATIONS:  
a. Models shall be of profile construction only. Re-

fer to profile definition in Control Line General 
section. The use of a cast pan or metal engine 
crutch is not allowed. A mounting plate of metal 
or other material of no more than 1/8” thickness 
may be used between the lugs of the engine and 
the motor mounts. 

b. The control system, consisting of leadouts, bell-
crank, pushrod and control horn shall be totally 
exposed and external to normal airplane con-
tours. The leadout wires shall not be recessed 
into the wing, the pushrod shall not be mounted 
inside the fuselage, nor shall the bellcrank be 
allowed to be mounted inside the fuselage. The 
leadout tip guides may be inset into the wing but 
should not be more than ½” in length. 

 

c. The line connections to the model shall be exter-
nal to the aircraft wing tip. 

d. The fuel tank must be outboard of the face of the 
motor mounts where the engine is bolted, ex-
cluding any mounting plate as described in 3(a). 

e. Pressure fuel systems are not allowed, with the 
exception that the fuel tank vent tubes may be 
directed into the airstream. 

4. ENGINE SPECIFICATIONS: 
a. Maximum total displacement shall be 0.4208 

cubic inches (6.6 cc). Engines must be production 
units assembled from factory available produc-
tion parts. Engines and parts must have been 
produced in quantities greater than 500 and all 
must be or have been available through normal 
retail outlets. Parts substitution shall be limited 
to catalogue listed parts produced in quantities 
greater than 500 units for the engine being al-
tered and available commercially to anyone from 
the manufacturer of the engine. Engines may 
only be modified by removing parts or material 
from parts except as noted in the following para-
graphs. No material or part may be added except 
as noted in the following paragraphs under this 
section. 

b. The “engine” is defined as the complete unit, 
ready to run, needing only prop, fuel and start-
ing voltage except that the glow plug, venturi 
and/or restrictor, spraybar and needle valve, 
gaskets, bolts, drive washer, front washer, prop 
nut, shims, piston ring(s) (if used) and ball bear-
ings (is used) need not be considered part of the 
production unit. These parts are not subject to 
the rules regarding quantity or source. In addi-
tion, chrome plating of a production cylinder is 
allowed. 

c. The glow plug must have a thread dimension of 
¼-32. 

d. The engine must be of the front intake configura-
tion. All air for the combustion process must 
come through the crankshaft. Altering nominal 
sub-port induction, timed holes in the case and 
sleeve or other techniques to circumvent the re-
quirement that all air comes through the speci-
fied venturi opening are not allowed. 

e. Only single by-pass port engines are allowed. 
The engine as purchased and as used shall be of 
the single by-pass configuration. No Schneurle 
or PDP porting is allowed. 

f. No ABC or AAC piston/sleeve configurations are 
allowed. 

     

BARTON GLOW RAT DAY 
20th July 2008 at Barton 

(Continued) 
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4. ENGINE SPECIFICATIONS (Cont’d): 
g. No variable area carburettors shall be allowed.  

Each engine shall be equipped with a venturi and 
spraybar meeting the following restrictions: 

i. The venturi shall have an inside circular bore 
of not more than 0.292”. The venturi will 
maintain this diameter for at least 0.155” at 
the throat of the venturi where the spraybar 
will be located at the mid-point of the area. 

ii. The spraybar assembly will be located pre-
cisely through the centre line of the venturi 
bore and shall have a constant circular cross-
section of diameter not less that 0.155” for the 
portion in the throat of the venturi. 

h. No tuned pipes, mufflers or exhaust extensions are 
allowed. 

i. The complete engine/venturi/spraybar system 
shall weigh less than 10.5 ounces. 

5. FUEL SPECIFICATION: 

The fuel for this event shall be supplied by the contest 
organisers and shall contain not more than 10% nitro-
methane and not less than 20% lubricant and the rest 
shall be methanol. 

6. RACES:  
a. Each contestant shall be allowed at least two quali-

fying heat races. 

b. Qualifying heat races shall be 70 lap races with one 
required pit stop. It is suggested that only the best 
time of the two qualifying attempts be used as the 
basis for advancement to the finals. 

c. Finals races shall be 140 lap races with three man-
datory pit refuelling stops. 

d. All races shall be run with no less than two or 
more than three flyers. Races should be flown 
three up. 

7. LINES:  
a. Shall be minimum of two 0.018” diameter multi-

strand only and length shall be 60’ plus or minus 
6” as measured from centre line of handle to centre 
line of fuselage. 

b. Pull test 35 lbs.  

8. FLYING REGULATIONS: 

 All flying shall be done between 6 and 20 feet altitude.  

9. SPECIALTY ITEMS:  
a. Shutoffs: allowed; fuel shutoffs are recommended 

for safety. 

b. Hot gloves: allowed. 

c. Propeller: open.    
NOTE: To refer to the Unified Control Line Racing Rules mentioned in the above text,  

see AMA website   [http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/rules/CL%20Racing]        

TEXAS QUICKIE RAT (Cont’d) Craftsmanship 
TALK BY GORDON ISLES 14th March 
‘Advanced construction and finishing’ was the chosen 
subject for an absorbing, well attended and well 
received presentation summarising Gordon’s 40 
years experience of modelling, which he observed 
had not been limited to aviation subjects. On the 
contrary, he preferred variety and offered the sur-
prising tidbit that he found it tedious building the 
F2A speed models with which his name is usually 
associated! (Some of these exquisitely constructed 
and finished “other subjects” were on display). 

At pains to emphasise that he is “a modeller, 
not an engineer”, Gordon gave as his theme for the 
evening “Go back home and think about what you 
do and how you could do it better”. He also pro-
posed a motto for members: “Make every piece a 
model in itself”. (It soon became apparent that by 
this latter he intended “finished work of art”!). 

Having started competing in 1966/7, Gordon 
recounted that it was only with the generous help 
of Germany’s Emil Rumpl that he learnt to build 
lighter models. It was so important to note down 
the weight of every single component!—also to re-
cord in a notebook every flight, both good and bad. 

By the ‘80s, Gordon began to develop “a bee in 
his bonnet” about resonance and vibration. Booms 
being “important”, he started by carving them 
from basswood (lime) before moving on to balsa 
and later, in the ‘90s, to carved Rohacell on both 
sides of a thin ply vertical core. His latest improve-
ment had been to encase the Rohacell boom in a 
moulded balsa skin. He favours soaking the balsa 
in ammonia solution for 15 minutes before mould-
ing and, throughout, recommends the use of jigs to 
speed (and ease) construction. (Members were able 
to examine the finish and attention to detail on the 
jigs and moulds passed round for inspection). 

His cowls are laminated from balsa blocks in, 
typically, four pieces, initially tacked together with 
tiny dabs of pva glue and then split apart for hol-
lowing out, being subsequently retacked/resplit as 
often as required. In general construction, Gordon 
uses the appropriate adhesive for the job in hand—
either pva, slow setting Araldite or CA—but takes 
full advantage of slow setting glue time to ensure 
perfect alignment. He also employs silicon rubber 
between pan and airframe to cut vibration. 

Time for one last morsel of philosophy: Gordon 
“disagrees with team race flyers” in that he doesn’t 
believe in flying a model to death. “Once it works, 
put it away until the big comp”, advised Gordon! 



Nostalgia 
Here are two potentially satisfying builds, albeit 
one being rather more involved. But, first, permit a 
little editorial licence. (What? OK, see if we care!).  

There must be some of you old enough to remember 
the Paramount film “Strategic Air Command”, a typi-
cal Cold War production starring James Stewart 
(Dutch Hess, baseball coach), torn between answer-
ing the call of duty yet again and his loyally sup-
portive but fretful service-wife, played by June 
Allyson (natch!).  

However the real stars of the film were the B-47 
bombers soaring through the blue to Victor Young’s 
soundtrack “The World Is Mine”. Enthralling at the 
time and, unsuspected by us then, a foretaste of the 
joys of wave flying to come later. 

Robert Parks’ design (Model Airplane News) mod-
els a rare (single prototype) turbo-prop version. The 
two radially-mounted OK Cub 14s, while quite 
light, could have been no more powerful than to-
day’s 09s. A pity about the necessarily exposed 
leadouts. So what are you waiting for? 

No plan required for Rae Fritz’ reliable 1950’s 
stunter for Fox 35 [below[. ”Build it straight 
and fly the paint off it” was his good advice. 
Note error in fin as drawn (not enough taper). 
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Comment 

TAKE IT FROM ME...           by “Codger” Tate 

Shirt tales  
Men’s fashions change and one that I deplore (in this 
era of high open collars as adopted by TV presenters 
etc) is the gradual disappearance of the tailored shirt’s 
breast pocket. (Apparently it’s called progress). 

To the savvy, these pockets were not just invaluable for 
storing glasses, biros, discarded glow plugs and used 
sweet wrappers. When the shirt had served it’s time, 
the former pocket could be cut out (with a nice 
generous flap-over from the surrounding material) to 
be turned into a convenient temporary storage  bag for 
that unused engine. Of course, old socks can also be 
similarly adapted and, because of their stretchiness, are 
equally useful over an uncowled engine installed in an 
aircraft, especially if combined with a drip-proof poly 
bag. 

Ultimate craftsmanship?  
Letting my mind wander (as it frequently does!) to 
other things during Gordon Isles’ recent excellent talk 
at Barton, where he urged members to “make every 
piece a model in itself”, I conjured a vision of this 
ultimate perfectionist at the building board, high 
magnification eye-glass in place, carefully examining 
miniscule discarded balsa scraps before they were 
consigned to his waste bin. (Those pieces not worthy of 
examination by other eyes at their ultimate destination 
(down at the municipal tip) would be carefully smoothed and 
rounded with graduated grades of garnet paper, before being 
lovingly caressed with flour paper and individually wrapped 
in simulated gold foil). In a doomed attempt to improve 
myself as suggested, I’m taking this lesson to heart… 

Widgets 
Don’tcher just love‘em and Gordon had‘em aplenty— 
including, Codger was delighted to see, homemade 
miniaturised sanding blocks, of which he has his own 
vast collection utilising old 3½”x1½”x¾” Warerite–
board samples plus odd bits of ply and spruce, not to 
mention various emery boards. (I wonder what the 
local chemists’ sales assistant imagines we get up to?).   

For the most surprisingly useful aid, however, 
Codger’s vote must go to the late Bob Meuser of the 
USA. His widget consisted of (from memory) an old 
can epoxied to a ply baseboard to prevent overturning. 
Into this from time to time would be tipped every bit of 
surplus solvent - dope thinners, acetone or whatever - 
and then into that decoction were dunked dope (and  
other) brushes after use. This meant that their thorough 
cleaning could await a more convenient moment in the 
building process. To delay evaporation of the hybrid 
mixture, another empty can of suitable size would be 
inverted over the  open can between times. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Codger’s simplification (as above) comprises an old 
bulk-film can - having waited years to find this use for 
it! - in a redundant cereal bowl. When not in use, the tin 
of solvent—acetone being the most useful—is capped 
with the original  loose-fitting lid. Suffice it to say, he 
wouldn’t be without this simple widget for anything. 

‘Rat racing’ but not as you know it  
Now that Barton MFC have a de luxe ‘pavilion’ on site 
for members’ use in which to relax after remodelling 
the site contours for the nth time, it is understood that 
the food franchise has been awarded exclusively to 
local gourmet food providers, the ’Wee Stu Ratchett’ 
partnership. Entrepreneurial spark-plugs of this 
enterprise are rumoured to be Malcolm Ross, currently 
starring with the George Formby-Chuck Berry tribute 
band, and Ray Lloyd, who has just been nominated to 
represent Barton MFC in the new F2πη class to be 
inaugurated at the World Cup event in September. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Super superglue 
Could Wee Stu Ratchett’s offerings [above] have any 
connection with German archaeologists’ recent 
discovery of traces of a ‘Roman glue’ that survived 
intact on a legionnaire’s helmet that had lain for 2,000 
years on what was once the bed of the River Rhine?  

Just coincidence? Analysis showed this indestructible 
substance was also composed of bitumen, beef tallow, 
pitch and possibly sawdust, soot or sand - but in this 
instance no nuts (or, indeed, any other body parts).  
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You know, 
Ray, this joke 

seems in 
pretty bad 

taste... 

Just you wait. 
It’s not the 
only thing 

around here 
that is! 

Original image by John Bowman 



BARTON MFC Who’s Who? 
Chairman 

Lawrence Court Tel: 01204 573694 

Hon. President: 
Brian Winstanley Tel: 0125 452 196 

Secretary: 
Malcolm Ross Tel: 0192 576 6610 

8 Birchall Avenue, Culcheth, 
Warrington WA3 4DB 

E-mail: mcross88@talktalk.net 

Treasurer & BMFA Subs: 
Patricia Winstanley Tel: 0125 452 196 

33 Colenso Road 
Blackburn BB1 8DR 

E-mail: ivory2@tiscali.co.uk 

Public Relations: 
John Whiteside Tel: 01254 824807 

Flying Site Manager: 
Ian Taylor Tel: 0161 865 4602 

Hard Circle Development: 
Ken Morrisey Tel: 0161 437 9794 

Barton Events Calendar: 
Ray Lloyd Tel: 0170 621 2184 

Social Events: 
Len Morrall Tel: 0170 634 1495 

Safety Officer/Web Site Administrator: 
Jim Hatch Tel: 0125 470 8415 

Club Photographer: 
Fred Hall Tel: 0161 748 4391 
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Contacting CIRCLE TALK? 
Editorial content and on-line distribution: 

 Peter Branigan  
1, St. Georges Road, Formby, 

 Liverpool L37 3HH  Tel: 01704 834224  
E-mail: peter.branigan@btinternet .com 

Paper printing  and postal distribution: 
Brian & Pat Winstanley Tel: 0125 452196  

E-mail: ivory2@tiscali.co.uk 

Publisher’s Disclaimer:   The views expressed in Circle Talk 
are those of the Editor or named contributors only. Unsigned articles 
written by the Editor that employ the literary convention of the editorial 
‘we’ express his personal perspective and not necessarily that of the 
Officers and Committee of Barton MFC. 

  CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
BARTON CIRCLES 2008 

(All on Sundays except as noted) 

    20 April 
Barton Racing  BGY/OGY/F2C-N  

Contact: Martin Worgan (0168 429 5655) 

    27 April 
Barton Racing  ‘Barton B’ & ‘Classic 15’  

Contact: John Broadhead (0152 425 1592 

4 May 
Barton Racing  BGY/OGY/MGY  

Contact: Martin Worgan 

17-18 May (Sat-Sun) 
Barton BASH  Events as advertised 

Contacts:  Ray Lloyd (Stunt 0170 621 2184) 
 Malcolm Ross (All other events 0192 576 6610)) 

 1 June 
Barton Racing  BGY/OGY/F2C-N  

Contact: Martin Worgan 

22 June 
BMFA Centralised  Speed/F2B+Cl 2  

Contact: Jo Halman (0158 242 4398 

28 June (Sat) NEW  EVENT 
Barton Club Flying  Fun-Fly & BBQ 

Contact: Dave Roberts (before 21 June for BBQ - 0197 885 5466) 

29 June 
Barton Racing  BGY/OGY/MGY  

Contact: Martin Worgan 

20 July NEW DATE 
Barton Racing  Texas Quickie Rat/A Rat  

Contact: Martin Worgan  

3 August 
Barton Racing  BGY/OGY/F2C-N  

Contact: Martin Worgan 

7 September 
BMFA Centralised  Speed (only)  

Contact: Jo Halman 

14 September 
Barton Cup  F2B  

Contact: Ray Lloyd 

20/21 September (Sat-Sun) 
FAI World Cup  F2A/F2B/F2C/F2D  
Contact: Malcolm Ross (Note: F2B is pre-entry only) 

28 September 
Barton Racing  BGY 1000 Laps  

Contact: Martin Worgan 

5 October 
BFMA Centralised  F2C/F2B+Cl 2 Aerobatics 

Contact: Chris Barker (F2C); Jo Halman (F2B only);  

12 October 
Barton Racing (Prov)  BGY/OGY/F2C-N  

Contact: Martin Worgan  

28 December 
Barton Racing  Cold Turkey Day   

Contact: Malcolm Ross 

 CALENDAR ALTERATIONS 
GLOW RAT RACE DAY 

The Barton Racing Day featuring ‘Texas Quickie Rat’ and 
‘A Rat’ has been moved forward one week to Sunday 
20th July. The change has been made to enable those 
who also wished to visit the World Championships in 
France (28th July to 4th August) to attend both events. 


